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old plate technology for transport
refrigeration was introduced by Johnson
Refrigerated Truck Bodies more than
50 years ago, but its use has been increas-

ing in recent years due to the reliability of the
technology, its simple, inexpensive maintenance
and its gentler impact on the environment.

Cold plate systems are mounted on the body
ceiling and/or interior walls. During the day, the
plates act like ice packs in a picnic cooler and
absorb heat. At night the compressor/condens-
ing unit is plugged in to shore power. Refrigerant
passes through the plates, refreezing the salt-
brine/eutectic solution in approximately six to
eight hours. In addition, by utilizing Johnson’s
new RouteMax system, which recharges the

plates while driving, cold plates may be used
for extended route delivery with even less
downtime and lower consumption of energy.
The benefits of cold plates include:

• Initial Cost: Estimated to be about 40 per-
cent lower than a mechanical system.

• Operating Cost: Over the course of a 12-
hour delivery cycle, they significantly lower the
operating expense associated with refrigerated
technology by as much as 90 percent less than
the typical mechanical blower system.

• Life Span: Cold plate systems typically last
the life of the truck body, often 15 years or
more. This is compared to mechanical systems
that last an average of five to seven years with
proper maintenance.

C
Keeping Your Cool
REFRIGERATION

The latest technology can help distributors save money and boost customer service.

MICROBREWER BERKSHIRE
BREWERY in Massachusetts
uses International trucks
equipped with Johnson’s
POWERplatform, a drop floor
delivery system designed to
speed multi-stop DSD of
refrigerated product.
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